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Chairman’s Report 2018 
 

Core Team members: Will Ross (Chair), Bob Smith, Kay Blackwell, Alison Bennett, Jeanne Hiscock, Roswitha 
Watson, Trevor Woodget, Robin Mendelsohn, Andy Taylor. (Co-opted Rob Westwood- Payne and Peter Hay).  
 
One Church Basingstoke has been in operation now for nearly two years. Our first year was about establishing 
and consolidating the ministry of 1CB. This year the team have been seeking God about the long term ministry 
that He is calling 1CB to fulfil in the town. We believe that God has given us clarity in the areas where we are 
to serve the church. 
In my report I will be covering three areas:  

- Looking back over 2018  
- Sharing the 1CB Vision  
- Looking forward into 2019 

 

1. Looking Back Over 2018  
 
In addition to being a hub for communication for the churches and ministries of the town, 1CB has been active 
in a number of other areas:   
 
Ministry to Leaders – one of our key roles is to support and minister to church leaders. This is done by 
offering weekly opportunities for fellowship and prayer. In addition, we have hosted two events to welcome 
new ministers to the town. A 24 hour retreat to Romsey in June and a leaders day focussing on ‘Making Jesus 
known in our Communities’ were also arranged.  
 
Events – both Easter and Christmas have provided opportunities for 1CB to be involved in mission. Under 
Peter Saint’s watchful eye choirs have been formed to sing in Castle Square taking the message of Jesus into 
the town centre. We have also put on a performance of ‘Eric the Christmas Angel’ at QMC which attracted a 
large number of families and shared the nativity story in a fun way. 
 
Serving the Community – following an approach from CAMHS we arranged a engagement lunch. Bringing 
together the local CAMHS team and church leaders to talk about how we might be able to work together in 
serving and supporting children, young people and families who are facing struggles with mental health. 
 
Prayer – this year 1CB linked in with the National Prayer Weekend encouraging churches to pray for their local 
communities. The culmination of the weekend was a Prayer Event at London Street URC which was attended 
by over 100 people. In addition, 1CB hosted a morning that focussed on the ‘Try Praying’ initiative. Although, 
this was not well attended, it was an enjoyable and inspiring presentation.    
 
Starfish Enterprise – the core team felt that for the future growth and development of 1CB it would be helpful 
to be accountable financially and spiritually to another body. It was agreed that we would officially become 
part of the Starfish Enterprise. This would allow us to benefit from Gift Aid and have an external body that we 
can consult with to ensure that future decisions and works are in line with our constitution. We also believe it 
would help facilitate the future growth and development of 1CB. This link is particularly important as 1CB has 
assumed responsibility for dispersing the remainder of the ‘Who Cares’ funds to be used for Christian 
outreach in our town.    
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2. One Church Basingstoke Vision  

 
This year the 1CB team have taken time out together to pray and seek God about the way forward for 1CB 
and the areas He wants us to focus on. Working with Phil Thomas and Mike Hollow from the Community 
Church, God spoke clearly to us about the four areas that will be our priority as we move forward. 
  
These are … 

1. Fellowship 

Networking and Nurturing Unity - encouraging relationships and fellowship between Churches and among 
their leaders  
 

2. Communication 
Resourcing and Facilitating Communication - providing information about what is going on among local 
churches 
 

3. Mission  
Motivating and Mapping Mission - making Jesus known supporting Christian ministries within the town and 
building relationships with the local authority of Basingstoke and Deane  
 

4. Prayer  
Initiating and Co-ordinating Prayer – across the which will express our complete reliance upon God 
 
Rob Westwood Payne has managed to capture this for in our new 1CB logo.  
 

 
 
In addition, Rob has been working on a new website which will make it easier to update and have better links 
to the churches and Christian ministries in the town.  
 
We believe having a clear vision will sharpen and enhance the role and work of 1CB. It will give us clear 
priorities and parameters to work within.  
   

Looking Forward into 2019 
 
With those four areas in mind we have planned a number of initiatives for the coming year.  
 
Faith Audit – we are currently investigating the Cinnamon Network coming to Basingstoke to help us 
undertake a ‘Faith Audit’ of our town. The audit would review what the churches and Christian ministries are 
doing in the town. Cinnamon Network would generate a report which could be shared with the Council and 
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other agencies. The report would identify areas of strength, need and where further working together would 
be beneficial.   
 
Try Praying – this initiative comes from Scotland and revolves around a booklet that lead people though seven 
days of prayer. The idea is that church members use the book and then pass it onto a those who are not 
Christians encouraging them to pray. We are hoping that we can encourage as many churches as possible to 
run this project over the Pentecost period. The centre of project will be a prayer evening on Pentecost Sunday 
(9th June) where we can come together and pray for the Holy Spirit to work in lives across the town. We see 
‘Try Praying’ as positive follow up to ‘Who Cares’.  
 
Prayer Initiatives – one of the areas we will be developing is prayer. We have co-opted Peter Hay (from Hub 
Community Church) onto the leadership team to help us bring Christians together to pray. We will be planning 
a number of prayer events throughout the year. The first one will be on Sunday 24th March at Buckskin.    
 
Outreach – once again we hope to take the Christian message out into our town. We are working on Easter 
and we plan to have a ‘March of Witness’ on Good Friday. In addition, there are plans to have a choir involved 
in Basingstoke Alive on Saturday 22nd June. 
 
These are the initiatives we are currently working on and I am certain there will be others.  Please pray for us 
as we seek serve and support the church in reaching our town for Jesus Christ.  
 

I want to take this opportunity to thank you for your support of 1CB. We are grateful to God for the Christian 

unity we have in our town and the work that is carried out together in the name of Christ. As a team we look 

forward to working with you in seeing Jesus kingdom come amongst us and through us. We echo the prayer of 

Jesus for His disciples … May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and 

have loved them even as you have loved me. John 17:23 (ANIV)  

 

Will Ross  
Chair – One Church Basingstoke  


